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Thank you for being a suppor ter of the Flor ida Tur tle Conservation Trust (FTCT). Although we are a small organization, 

we are proud of our achievements. Past contr ibutions have enabled us to complete many conservation education and 

field projects since our formation in 1999. This document provides an update on immediate funding needs and the status 

of cur rent projects. The FTCT is a tax- exempt organization under Internal Revenue Code 501(c)(3), so all donations and 

gifts are tax deductible as allowable by law. As you know, all of our projects and programs are solely funded by grants 

and pr ivate contr ibutions. We are most grateful to the generous individuals and organizations suppor ting our impor tant 

work toward conserving Flor ida?s r ich tur tle diversity.

Immediate Need for  the Purchase of a New FTCT Computer

The pr imary computer (nine years old) used by the FTCT for facilitation of all of our pr int and digital products, including 

mapping, imaging, and maintenance of websites has aged out and is now unusable. We nursed this computer as long as 

we can and it has finally become unusable. This computer was an Apple iMac and the major ity of our digital files are 

Mac- based, so we need to replace it with the same making transfer of files possible. At this point in time, the purchase of 

a new computer is essential and our highest pr ior ity. Estimated cost of replacement is $1,300. Please contact Tim Walsh 

(tur tleconservationist@gmail.com) if you would like additional details.

?The Big Tur tle Year : Celebrating Wild Tur tles Across the United States? Nationwide Lecture Ser ies (2017-2019)

Dur ing 2017, FTCT researchers are traveling throughout the United States accompanied by other biologists and 

conservationists in an effor t to observe as many species as possible dur ing a single year, while increasing awareness 

regarding their r ich diversity, natural history, and conservation needs. The Big Tur tle Year (www.thebigtur tleyear.org) 

highlights the plight of the 59 species which occur in the U.S., the world?s most species- r ich country. We are currently 

raising funds to suppor t a nationwide lecture ser ies highlighting this project and promoting its goals. Please contact 

George L. Heinr ich (george@heinr ichecologicalservices.com) to learn more about this need.

Research on the Southern Distr ibution of the Suwannee Cooter  (Pseudemys concinna suwanniensis)

The FTCT has researched the conservation needs of the Suwannee cooter since our 2004 discovery of a Cedar Key 

dumpsite containing the remains of 170 poached tur tles. For over a decade, we have published on the conservation 

implications of illegal human harvest, effects of boat str ikes, and the distr ibution and status of the Suwannee cooter 

within its southern range. Understanding the geographic distr ibution of tur tles is fundamental to conservation and 

management, and our most cur rent fieldwork has effectively rewr itten what is known about this tur tle in its southern 

range. Distr ibutional surveys conducted since 2015 have resulted in four publications which document five new r iver 

records, two new county records, and a range extension. For more information on this work, please visit related blog 

postings at www.ftct.org/blog.
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Cover photos (clockwise from top left): Blanding's tur tle (Emydoidea blandingii), western pond tur tle (Actinemys marmorata), gopher tor toise (Gopherus 

polyphemus), and wood tur tle (Glyptemys insculpta); photographed dur ing the FTCT's yearlong project, The Big Tur tle Year (www.thebigtur tleyear.org).
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